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�Explored the New York area.  The Hudson 
River is named after him.

�Helped established the earliest English 
settlement in North America.

�First European to reach India by ocean.

�First to reach the summit of Mount Everest.

�First to walk on the moon.

�Led expeditions throughout Asia, the 
Middle East and East Africa.

�Accompanied Lewis and Clark as an 
interpreter and guide.

�Explored the South Pacific and the Hawaiian 
Islands.

�First to journey into outer space.

�Led the second circumnavigation of the globe.

�Explorer and conservationist who studied undersea life.

�First European to cross the Mississippi.

�Frontiersman and pioneer who blazed the Wilderness Road through the Appalachians.

�Explored the Pacific coast of South America and conquered the Incan Empire.

�First to reach the South Pole.

�Explored and mapped what is now Canada.

�Led the expedition that caused the fall of the Aztec Empire.

�First European to land in North America.

�Introduced Europeans to Central Asia and China through his explorations and 
writing.

�Explored North America and established New France and Quebec City.

�First to plan a successful expedition to circumnavigate the globe.

� First European to explore North America.

�Initiated the colonization of the New World with four voyages across the 
Atlantic.

�Searched for the Fountain of Youth and discovered Florida.  

�First to establish that South America was not part of Asia.  America was named 
after him.

�Explored and mapped the western Americas in the early 1800s.

Famous World Explorers

Name: ____________________________________     

1. AMUNDSEN, Roald
2. ARMSTRONG, Neil
3. BOONE, Daniel
4. CABOT, John
5. CARTIER, Jacques
6. COLUMBUS, 

Christopher
7. COOK, James
8. CORTES, Hernan
9. COUSTEAU, Jacques

10. DA GAMA, Vasco
11. DE CHAMPLAIN, 
Samuel
12. DE SOTO, Hernando
13. DRAKE, Francis

14. ERICSON, Leif
15. GAGARIN, Yuri
16. HILLARY, Edmund
17. HUDSON, Henry
18. LEWIS AND CLARK, 
19. MAGELLAN, 
Ferdinand
20. PIZARRO, Francisco
21. POLO, Marco
22. PONCE DE LEON, 
Juan
23. SACAGAWEA
24. SMITH, John
25. VESPUCCI, Amerigo
26. ZHENG HE

Exploring World History
DIRECTIONS: Write the number 
of the explorer next to what he is 
famous for having accomplished.
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